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SUBJECT: EIRE AT AMOCO'S TRINIDAD PLANT 

1. AN EXPLOSION AND RESULTING FIRE AT AMOCO'S POINT GALEOTA 
GAS SEPARATOR PLANT ON THE AFTERNOON OF JULY 18 HAS PUT BOTH 
GAS AND OIL PLANTS OUT OF OPERATION POR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD. THE 
PLANT IS A MAJOR GAS SUPPLIER TO THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
ELECTRICITY COMMISSION, AND THE LATTER MUST NOW BURN THE 
MORE EXPENSIVE BUNKER FUEL OIL TO MAINTAIN ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL LOSE $1 MILLION 

A DAY IN REVENUES. AMOCO'S LOSS NOT YET ESTIMATED. THE 
INSTALLATION WAS PRODUCING SOME 65 MILLION CUBIC FEET OF 
GAS AND 127,000 BARRELS OP OIL PER DAY. 

2. THRITEEN EMPLOYEES WERE INJURED, BUT NO DEATHS WERE 
REPORTED. THE AMOCO TRINIDAD MANAGING DIRECTOR CARR REPORTS 
THAT WHILE THE CAUSE OP THE EXPLOSIION IS UNKNOWN, THERE IS 
NO EVIDENCE OF FOUL PLAY WHATSOEVER. 

3. COMMENT. CARR COMMENTED TO THE EMBASSY THAT GOVERNMENT 
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PETROLEUM AND MINES ERROL MAHABIR VISITED POINT GALEOTA 
THE MORNING AFTER THE FIRE, AND PROMISED THE GOVERNMENT'S 
FULL ASSISTANCE IN GETTING THE PLANT OPERATING AGAIN. 

PRESS COVERAGE SO FAR HAS BEEN FAIR AND FACTUAL. 

FAY 
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